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from our civilization the depraved dispositions and 
false notions of which war is the natural expression. 
It is gratifying to know that the conflict in Mexico 
is ended, that the killing and maiming of men has 
ceased, that the insurrectos have laid down their 
arms, that the United States army has been with- 
drawn from the border, and that the government of 
our neighbor republic is being reshaped, let us hope 
thoroughly this time, so as to make it more in 
harmony with modern conditions and less likely 
ever again to experience the disorganization and rav- 
ages of war. 



The Arbitration Treaty. 

Just as we are completing this issue the reply of the 
British government to the proposal for a treaty of un- 
limited arbitration has been received at Washington. 
The British answer suggests some amendments, but they 
do not affect the general principle of President Taft'p 
original proposal. The reply indicates a willingness on 
the part of the British government to sign, at the ear- 
liest possible moment, a treaty on the lines laid down 
in the draft submitted by our State Department. Presi- 
dent Taft will be able, it is now thought, to submit a 
completed treaty to the Senate for its approval before 
the close of the present session of Congress. When 
the treaty is sent in all supporters of it should imme- 
diately in some form, either by letter or telegram or 
resolutions adopted by public gatherings, let the Sena- 
tors from their State know that the matter is urgent 
and that ratification should take place with the least 
possible delay. Do not neglect this duty. It is one of 
the greatest that you were ever called upon to perform. 
The Senators will be glad to hear from their constit- 
uents. 



The Seventeenth Mohonk Arbitration 
Conference. 

The Conference on International Arbitration, held at 
Lake Mohonk the last week of May this year, the seven- 
teenth in the remarkable series held at that place, came 
near being a regular jubilee. The spirit of jubilee was 
hovering over the top of the mountain, and the more 
than three hundred men and women gathered there, 
nearly all prominent in their various fields of service, 
though not much given ordinarily to sentimental demon- 
strations, were evidently strongly moved by the unusual 
circumstances under which they gathered. 

The progress during the year of the cause in whose 
behalf the Conferences have been held was admirably 
set forth by Mr. Smiley in the address (given on another 
page) with which he opened the meetings. The subject 
which stirred the enthusiasm of the members more than 
any other was that of the proposed treaty of unlimited 
arbitration with Great Britain, and possibly two or three 
other powers. Every allusion to this coming treaty, and 
to the splendid part which President Taft and our De- 



partment of State have taken in initiating it, was re- 
ceived with applause, and it was the subject of much 
remark and gratulation among the groups which gath- 
ered in the corridors of the Mountain House or on the 
walks and drives. We have never before seen Mohonk, 
always strong in faith and hope, so certain as it was 
this year that its high aim is to be realized in the not 
far future. 

This was the characteristic feature of the Conference, 
as it has been that of all other peace gatherings in recent 
months. But other happenings of the year were not 
overlooked. The princely gift of ten millions of dollars 
as a Peace Endowment by Andrew Carnegie, the com- 
pletion of the million-dollar Foundation of Edwin 
Ginn, the Newfoundland Fisheries Arbitration, the 
practically united voice of the chancelries of the nations 
for greater international friendship and the pacific set- 
tlement of disputes, the ever louder voice of the people 
in all lands against war and the burdens of armaments, 
the multiplication of organizations and agencies for the 
promotion of the principles and policies of peace — all 
these wove themselves into the daily discussions and 
added to the spirit of hope and assurance which domi- 
nated the Conference. 

The speaking in the meetings was not on the whole 
better than that in several former Mohonk Conferences, 
though there were a few exceptionally fine papers; some 
of which we expect to publish in this and subsequent 
issues of the Advocate of Peace. 

The Conference was this year more than ordinarily 
international in its make-up. Three distinguished Eng- 
lishmen, the Very Eev. the Dean of Worcester, Bev. Dr. 
John Clifford, and J. Allen Baker, M. P., leading peace 
workers in Great Britain, were welcomed with peculiar 
cordiality, because of the pending arbitration treaty, 
and by their speeches and counsels in committee did 
much to make the Conference what it was. From Can- 
ada also there were some strong men— ex-Chief Justice 
Sir William Muloch, President of the Canadian Peace 
Society; Hon. McKenzie King, Minister of Labor, and 
others — whose presence deepened the interest of the 
members of the Conference in the approaching celebra- 
tion of the completion of one hundred years of peace 
between Great Britain and the United States. Even 
more welcome, if possible, was Senator La Fontaine, of 
Belgium, President of the International Peace Bureau 
at Berne, and the Baron d'Estournelles de Constant, of 
France, who was just finishing up his remarkable lec- 
ture tour through all parts of the country. 

The spirit and outlook of the Conference were well 
summed up in the excellent platform adopted at the last 
session, which we print in full on another page. 



The Honduras and Nicaragua Loan 
Conventions. 

After considerable investigation of the circumstances 
underlying the negotiation of the Honduras and Nica- 
ragua Loan Conventions, now before the Senate, and 
the purpose sought to be reached by them, we can see 
no reason to fear any evil results from the arrangements 
between our Government and the two Central American 
republics for which these conventions provide. 
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These treaties are modeled on that made a few years 
ago with Santo Domingo, which has proved of such im- 
mense value to that republic. Before this treaty went 
into effect the country was the prey of civil disturbances 
and revolutions which were constantly impoverishing 
the people. The republic has since enjoyed an era of 
tranquillity. Industry has revived. Trade has in- 
creased. The tariff on staple articles has been lowered. 
Vexatious wharf and port charges have been removed. 
The total revenue of the republic from impdrt duties at 
the time when the assistance of our Government began 
was only about $1,800,000 per year. It is now $3,300,- 
000. The cost of the loan made by our capitalists to the 
republic is $1,200,000 per year. The government of the 
republic, therefore, has more money for its own ex- 
penses than it had before and it is able at the same time 
to meet promptly its obligations. There has likewise 
been no approach to anything like interference with the 
independence and autonomy of the country, nor has 
there been occasion to land marines to protect the life 
and property of our citizens residing there, as was fre- 
quently the case before. 

Our Government desires to do the same neighborly 
service to Honduras and Nicaragua, and on substan- 
tially the same terms. These Central American coun- 
tries have been in a most distracted state. ' Our Govern- 
ment has frequently landed marines to protect our citi- 
zens there. Their obligations to European capitalists 
have been long overdue. The European governments 
have been urging payment and threatening to take pos- 
session of the custom houses in order to collect the 
debts. The service of the customs has been most in- 
efficient and corrupt. In this unfortunate situation our 
Government has undertaken to do the part of a good 
neighbor, with all proper respect for the independence 
and autonomy of the two countries. Certain bankers 
have been induced to agree to make loans to these coun- 
tries with which to meet their foreign obligations, pro- 
vided they can be guaranteed a reasonable interest and 
the ultimate payment of the loans. The treaties pend- 
ing provide that our Government shall take over for a 
time the administration of the custom houses, devoting 
a part of the revenue to the home government and a, 
part to meet the interest and reduction of principal of 
the new loans. The arrangement, so far as we have 
been able to gather its meaning, does not seem to us un- 
duly to favor the bankers, whom the Government is 
using for the promotion of its unselfish ends in these 
countries. 

The result is expected to be, as in the case of Santo 
Domingo, the restoration of order and quiet, the re- 
establishment of the finances of the two republics, the 
avoiding of the placing of European officials in the cus- 
tom houses, and the deliverance of our own Government 



from the necessity of frequently landing marines, at 
great expense to our national treasury. President Taft 
and Secretary Knox seem to have been particularly care- 
ful to guard against the danger of the arrangement be- 
coming the entering wedge to territorial aggression, and 
are, we think, fully justified in considering the whole 
move as one in the interests of permanent prosperity 
and peace in Central America. 



President Taft 
to George V. 

ing message: 



Editorial Notes. 

On the 22d of June, the day of 
the coronation of King George V, 
President Taft sent him the follow- 

The White House, 
Washington, D. C, June 22, 1911. 

His Majesty King George V, Buckingham Palace, 
London: 

On this auspicious occasion, I take sincere pleasure 
in extending to Your Majesty cordial felicitations in the 
name of the people of the United States and in my own, 
and in expressing the cherished hope that under your 
guiding influence the British dominions may flourish 
and prosper. I assure Your Majesty of my best wishes 
for your personal welfare and that of Your Majesty's 
family, and for the continuance of the friendly relations 
existing between Great Britain and the United States. 

William H. Taft. 

In the President's wishes for the welfare of the King 
and his family and for the continuance of the friendly 
relations existing between Great Britain and the United 
States all citizens of this country, without regard to 
race, nationality, or political beliefs, will certainly join. 
It is of the utmost importance to the progress of the 
cause of friendship, fellowship, and peaceful relations 
among the nations of the world that it should be every- 
where known and believed that the two great English- 
speaking nations have made it impossible for war ever 
to occur between them. To this end the new occupant 
of the British throne will, we are assured, give the full 
weight of his high position, as did his illustrious father 
before him, in whose footsteps of peace the newly- 
crowned son has solemnly pledged himself to' walk. 



The Rome Peace 
Congress. 



The Nineteenth International 
Peace Congress is to meet in Borne 
on September 25, this year, and 
continue during the week. We are very glad that the 
date has been made earlier than the 17th of October, 
which was first announced. This earlier date has been 
made at the request of American workers who desire to 
see a large delegation from this country at the Congress, 
which would have been impossible at the middle of 
October. It is peculiarly fitting that this country 
should be strongly represented at the International 



